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Christmas will be different this year; many of us will be 

seeing fewer people on Christmas day and there won’t be 

the mad dash around the country to catch up with a lot 

of our relatives. There won’t be the many gatherings and 

parties in the run up to it, which may result in a mountain 

of surplus mince pies in the New Year! 

Church will be different too; we can’t gather to sing 

carols in the way we normally would, we can’t do our 

Crib and Christingle services, and 

those services that we can do will 

need to observe the correct social 

distancing, which will limit capacity in 

some of our church buildings. 

For many people this will be a first 

Christmas without someone they’ve 

loved who has died in this last year.  

Some people will have friends or rela-

tives who are poorly at home or in 

hospital, and others, even if well, may 

have to self-isolate over Christmas. 

2020 is a year that I am sure most of 

us will be glad to see the back of, but 

we are not out of the woods yet. The start of 2021 looks 

like it holds more of the same challenges as this year… 

but there is hope.  There is hope that, as vaccines are 

approved and rolled out over the course of the year, we 

will be able to return to life in the way that we used to 

know it. 

We will not be able to spend Christmas in the way we 

would like this year, and I am sure that echoes the feel-

ings of Mary and Joseph on that very first Christmas. 

I’m sure that Mary did not enjoy the scandal of being an 

unmarried teenage mum.  I’m sure Joseph hadn’t ex-

pected to become a father to a child that wasn’t his.  I am 

certain that neither of them wanted to embark on the 

long journey to Bethlehem when Mary was heavily preg-

nant.  I can only imagine how Mary must have felt when 

her baby came, far from home and the people that may 

have supported her. How desperate they must have felt 

when there was only a manger for his crib and how fright-

ened a short time later when they had to flee the country 

when Herod sent his soldiers to find and kill their baby. 

They weren’t able to spend that first Christmas in the 

way they wanted, but in the midst of it, there were some 

amazing memories. Memories that Mary ‘treasured’ and 

‘pondered in her heart’ (Luke 2:19). In the midst of the 

challenges they faced, Jesus was born. God emptying him-

self of all but love and coming to live as one of us. The 

angels celebrated, the shepherds were in awe, the wise 

men worshipped, the prophets spoke, and the rulers 

trembled. The world has never been the same since.  

Although he was born in poverty, he was born to bring 

light and hope to the world. 

This child would grow to be a man who would con-

found the religious teachers, speak out against oppres-

sors, side with the poor and the marginalised, teach and 

lead for a few short years and then die a brutal death in a 

tiny outpost of the Roman empire.   

And yet… the movement that he 

started has changed the world in 

which we live.  So much so, that about 

500 years after his death they reset 

the calendar to start on the year of his 

birth.  Over the centuries, his follow-

ers founded the first orphanages, the 

first hospitals, the first universities and 

so much more. What started in pov-

erty and seemed to end in tragedy 

went on to be a light in the world that 

continues to shine brightly in the dark-

ness. 

This Christmas may not be all that we 

are used to, or all that we had hoped for, in the same 

way that it wasn’t for Mary and Joseph, but there are 

ways that we can still make some amazing memories.  

Rather than trying to do a pale reflection of what we 

might normally do, we are changing some of our Christ-

mas services and events so that we can make some new 

and precious memories for this Christmas.   

So, look out in your village, or neighbouring ones, for 

special services, events and activities to mark this time of 

year. Services, events and activities to remind us of the 

hope we have, not just in vaccines and better treatments, 

but the hope for the whole world. A light that shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness did not (and will not) 

overcome it (John 1:5) 
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MIDWEEK COMMUNION SERVICE 
Thursday 3rd December at 9.30am  

on ZOOM video conferencing 

Contact edgehilloffice@gmail.com for a link to the service 

DECEMBER/JANUARY SERVICES IN THE EDGEHILL PARISHES 

 Kineton Combroke Radway Ratley Warmington Shotteswell 

6th 

Dec 

8.30am 10.30am  10.30am    
BCP Comm Simply Celebrate  Communion    

13th 

Dec 

  10.30am 10.30am  6.30pm  8.30am 

  Communion Communion  Carols on tour  Communion 

20th 

Dec  

8.30am 10.30am From 10.30am From 3pm  10.30am 8.30am 

BCP Comm Communion** Christmas Special Christmas Special  Carol Service Communion 

24th 

Dec 

  All Day    6:00pm  

  DIY Crib Service    
Carols on the 

green 
 

  11:00pm 11:30pm      11:30pm 

  Communion Communion      Communion 

25th 

Dec 

 10:30am   10:30am 10:30am 10:30am   

 Communion    Communion Communion Communion   

27th 

Dec 

 10.30am      

 
Communion  

with Baptism 
     

3rd 

Jan 

8.30am 10.30am  10.30am   8:30am 

BCP Comm Simply Celebrate  Communion   BCP Comm 

10th 

Jan 

 10.30am 9.00am   10.30am 4.00pm 

 Communion  Communion    Communion Epiphany Service 

17th 

Jan  

 10.30am    10.30am 8.30am 

 Morning Worship    Communion Communion 

24th 

Jan  

 10.30am   10:30am  8.30am 

 Communion**   Communion  Communion 

** These services will be with communion with the Methodist rite 

SIMPLY CELEBRATE 
Sun 6th Dec and 3rd Jan 

10.30am St Peter’s Kineton 
A time with God for everyone, with drama, activities, 

fun, songs and more.  Everyone Welcome 

PINTS OF VIEW 
The White Swan, Kineton  

Sunday 24th Jan at 6pm  

Whatever your pint of choice, come & share your point of 

view. Each month we explore a theme or story from the news. 

ST PETER’S KINETON ONLINE 
We will be continuing our Online services 

Sunday services are now live streamed on  

YouTube and Facebook 

Weekday Night Prayer will continue on Facebook livestream 

Contact edgehilloffice@gmail.com for a link to the services 

SERVICES IN THE EDGEHILL CHURCHES 
We are hoping that our churches will be open 

for services again in December! 
In order to make it as safe as possible for everyone, there are of 

course some things we all need to do as we gather together: 

• If you have any signs of Coronavirus infection, 
please do not come… but please let us know so 
that we can pray for you 

• If you are over 70 and therefore classed as more vul-

nerable, you are advised to think carefully before at-

tending, but please be aware that the precautions we 

are taking mean that church is one of the safer places 

that you can go.  

• If you are still shielding, then we understand if you still 

wish to stay away. 

• It is now mandatory to wear a face covering in plac-
es of worship, so please bring a mask with you. 

WANTED – PEOPLE  TO JOIN VILLAGE 
CHRISTMAS CHOIRS  

Plans are afoot to form some Christmas choirs to do some carol 

singing in several of our villages, it’s very de-

pendent on what the regulations will be when 

we come out of lockdown but if you would like 

to take part in one of our Christmas village 

choirs, please contact Katie 01926 641401 or 

edgehilloffice@gmail.com  

CHRISTMAS SPECIALS 
We can’t do many of the services and events 

that we would usually do at this time of year 

but there are some very innovative ideas that 

our villages are developing to help us make 

this Christmas  special.   

Please keep your eye out for ways to be involved in each of the 

village physical and virtual notice boards/forums. 

ALL AGE EPIPHANY 
CELEBRATION 

Shotteswell Church on 

Sun10th Jan at 4.00pm  

A special celebration of the start of the season of Epiphany.  Like 

everything else, this is very dependent on the regulations that will 

be in place, but we are moving forward in hope! 

Look out for more details in village notice forums and the weekly 

church notice sheet 


